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country back into a safe haven for drug traffickers and terrorists. This paper examines the nature of the opium
problem in Afghanistan and analyzes the allied strategy to counter this growing crisis. In analyzing the current
counternarcotics strategy, it points out pitfalls including the counterproductive aspects of opium eradication.
Finally, changes to the strategy are proposed, which include increasing troop levels and eliminating national
restrictions, substantially increasing financial aid, deemphasizing opium eradication, focusing on long-term
alternative livelihoods, aggressively pursuing drug kingpins and corrupt government officials, and exploring
the possibility of Afghanistan s entry to the licit opium market.
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