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Took Part in the Revolution of Texas, With Glances at Its Early Events The careers of the other two were less
distinguished, and | shall have occasion to mention them only incidentally. Ruiz, a native of San Antonio, had
been a respectable office holder under the Mexican Government, and Padilla had held prominent positions in
the Government of the State. He was born | think at Saltillo, then the capital of Coahuila and Texas. Don
Lorenzo de Zavala was born at Merida, in Yucatan, in 1789. His mind was early turned to political speculations.
In 1809, when he left college, there being no press in Yucatan, he formed an association of liberals, with the view
of disseminating his principles by reading his manuscript essays to the members. Two years after he established
the first political newspaper which ever appeared in the province. In 1814 he was elected a deputy from Yucatan
to the Spanish Cortes; but when he was about to embark for Europe, a decree of Ferdinand VII. arrived,
annulling the Spanish Constitution of 1812, and proscribing its known and zealous supporters. Zavala, being
unmistakably one of these, was arrested, fettered and imprisoned in the Castle of San Juan de Ulloa, at Vera
Cruz, where he remained over three years. During this time he succeeded in obtaining books, and lightened the
hours of confinement by studying medicine, in which he made himself proficient. On being liberated in 1818, he
returned to Yucatan, and found himself destitute under the process of official pillage which had followed
proscription, and now his prison studies brought him the means of subsistence. He...
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