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p.rcters the snowbanks and glaciers, picking up seeds and fj?eling upon insects found about the hanks of the
melting snow. In yinter it comes into the valleys along with the first driving snow storms. It has a medium heavy
bill that is black in summer and yellow in winter; a black crown bordered with gray, the gray not-spreading
down; the general body color deep cinnamon brown with thin, blackish streaks; upper tail feathers, wings and
tail, pinkish. The second specimen of this bird, as known to science, was taken in Utah by Captain Stansbury, on
May 1, 1850, 25 years after Swainson had taken the first one to London from the Arctic regions. These birds have
thejiabit of starting up from the ground, the whole flock all at once, not one after the other, when they fly from
eating the. seeds of the weed-covered snow fields. When in the air, the flock A LYRIC IN COLORS. 127 as a whole
changes its form, seeming to tip and veer. That the males aid the females in brooding is an inference from the
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