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Print on Demand *****.President Bush on November 23 signed
P.L. 107-294, which the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) has interpreted to extend the program of Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), along with mandatory
child care, transitional Medicaid, and abstinence education,
from December 31, 2002 through March 31, 2003. The
expiration date cited in the law is January 11, but the law
includes a proviso allowing TANF payments at the beginning of
any included quarter to be at the level for the corresponding
quarter of FY2002. An OMB official said states would be granted
authority to draw down their quarter s allotments beginning
January 2, first business day of 2003. Since October 1, TANF has
been operating on temporary spending authority. The
American Public Human Services Association and the National
Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) have urged Congress
to continue TANF for at least 3 years, through FY2005. The
House in May passed a 5-year extension bill (H.R. 4737), but the
Senate Finance Committee substitute bill (also H.R. 4737) never
reached the Senate floor. On several key issues, including
work...
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