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indexed. Not illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: .a lunar atmosphere; but though the circumstances were favourable, he
perceived no symptom. Yet the observation was held to be of importance, for, by enlisting that able astronomer
anil Bradley, Sir J. Herschel considered that he gained some useful points in the orbital departure. As the
rigorous observations and computations of this object must be deemed a sort of experimentum cruets of the
sidereal connected systems, I may lie excused for entering into rather fuller details of the detection and
establishment of so wonderful an elliptic motion, than I have yet indulged in among the binaries; and it will
thereby serve as an example of the method of procedure with those interesting objects. The various
observations were most ably and zealously discussed by Sir John, and treated in a straightforward,
geometrical mode, so as to be widely available; as will be seen on consulting the Memoirs of the. Royal
Astronomical Society, vol. v. The method is equally novel and ingenious. Assuming that the motions of binary
stars are governed by the universal law of gravitation, and that they describe conic sections about their
common centre of gravity and about each other, he was bent on relieving their discussion from the analytical
diGiculties attending a rigorous solution of equations, where the data are uncertain, irregular, and
embarrassing. Measures of position were to be the sheet-anchor; for distances, with the exception of the major
semi-axis, were peremptorily excluded from any share of consideration in the investigation, because of...
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