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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .of the word species that the evolutionary doctrine has introduced. Yet
a er all there is a certain tangibility about the idea connoted by the word species that the practical classifier
cannot ignore. The blackberry and the raspberry, for example, are so obviously di erent in many really
essential parts of their structure that to deny them specific individuality would be to introduce an element of
iconoclasm that would shake the entire structure of systematic botany. So when evidence is presented that a
blackberry and a raspberry have been hybridized, and that the o spring is a plant quite as fertile as either of its
parents, though markedly di erent from both, the case seems to give evidence that the o spring of true species
are not necessarily sterile. And the fact that the new hybrid di ers so widely from either parent that it would be
named by the classifier as constituting a new species according to ordinary standards, and that it breeds true
to its new form, seems to furnish further evidence that new species of plant life may conceivably arise by the
hybridization of old species. In a word, a single case like that of the hybrid Blackberry-raspberry, described and
depicted in New Creations under the name of the Primus Berry, would seem by itself fairly to establish the
doctrine that new species of plants may arise by the hybridization of old species. Stated otherwise, the case of
the Primus berry would seem to furnish unequivocal evidence as to...
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