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illustrated. 1890 edition. Excerpt: . .. The voyages were long and dangerous, the seas often beset with enemies.
In the most active days of colonizing there prevailed on the sea a lawlessness the very memory of which is now
almost lost, and the days of settled peace between maritime nations were few and far between. Thus arose the
demand for stations along the road, like the Cape of Good Hope, St. Helena, and Mauritius, not primarily for
trade, but for defence and war; the demand for the possession of posts like Gibraltar, Malta, Louisburg, at the
entrance of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, -- posts whose value was chiefly strategic, though not necessarily wholly
so. Colonies and colonial posts were sometimes commercial, sometimes military in their character; and it was
exceptional that the same position was equally important in both points of view, as New York was. In these three
things -- production, with the necessity of exchanging products, shipping, whereby the exchange is carried on,
and colonics, which facilitate and enlarge the operations of shipping and tend to protect it by multiplying
points of safety -- is to be found the key to much of the history, as well as of the policy, of nations bordering
upon the sea. The policy has varied both with the spirit of the age and with the character and clear-sightedness
of the rulers; but the history of the seaboard nations has been less determined by the shrewdness and foresight
of governments than by...
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